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The Athenian Mercury: 


@uelhay, December 29. 1691. 


We Bave receiv'd a very uleful Queftion in Navigation, 
which we think very well worth a publick Communication ; 
‘tis as follows: 


Queft. 1. Uppole a deaf Man well skill’din Ajtronomy 
and Navigation, fhould have all his Books 
XY and Inflruments taken from him, and be 
put doven in the Ships Hold fome days before fhe fers fail, and 
there kept clofe wany days after, (o that be knoweth not when 
the Ship fet fail, bow long fhe bath fail'd, nor towards what 
Coaft, and then to be brouzhe aloft {ome clear Morning, and 
his Books and Unftruments deliver'd him again, and be com- 
mpanded totell the Year, and day of the Month, andin what 
Point or part of the Earth the Ship is in: What method mu/t 
he ufe ? 

Anfw. Weanfwer, (+.) He muft wich all Exanefs 
take the Suns Meridian Altitude, and reétifie his Azi- 
muth-Compafs, (an Inftrumeut well known to moft 
expert Seamen that Sail to the Ezft Indies ) duely noting 
the prelent Variation ofthe Compafs, and fet his minure 
Watch to the time of the day very exaétly. (2.) AndAfter 
noon whenthe Sun is well Declia’d towards the Weft, 
take his Alticude and Azimuth, and well note the time 
of the Obfervation: And now having the Altitude, 
Azimuth and Hour, by the firft Cafe of Norwoods ob- 
lique Spherical Triangle, ( viz. two fides and* an Angle 
oppofite given ] you may thereby find the Suns Decli- 
nation, with which and the Meridian Altitude before 
found, you may thereby find the Latitude of the place. 
(3.) And at Sun-fet, cake his Amplitude alfo the exact 
time of Sun-fetting, by which the Artift may make 
another Operation for the Latitude, by che 13th. Cafe 
of Norwood’$ Reftangled Spherical Triangles [ vit. two 
fides given to find an Angle included.] Thefe obferva- 
tions, and operations may fhew the Latitude nearly: 
But yet becaufe ghe Sun hasthe fame Declination twice 
in a Year, the day of the Month will be uncertain. 
(4.) The Artift muft then take tne Meridian Altitude 
of the firft knows Star that Tranfitteth the Meridian, and 
note the exaét time thereof, and this Obfervation wil] 
either confirm or correct the former; for the Latitude, 
and the time of theStars Souching conferr'd with its Right 
Afcenfion, will fhew the Sums Right Afcenfion, and con- 
fequently the day of the month. (s.) But becaufe this 
dependech upon the time of the Stars coming to the 
Meridian, which may not be perhaps fo exaétly taken, 
the precife day will yet be dubious: But when the 
Moon afcends the Horizon near to fome known Star, 
which with a lictle Conference.with his Ephemerides, 
aflureth him both of the Year and Day, and by taking 
the Moons diftance from the Star, and the time of the 
Obfervation he finds the Longitude. (6.) And laftly, 
By his Inétinatory he may take the Inclination of the 
Needle in the place, and thereby find che. Longitude, 
as Mr. Bond has thew'd in his Book call'd, The Longitude 
found, which he may compare with the former; and 
according to thefe Directions may an Example beform- 
ed, —— This is an excellent Propofitien, and perhaps 
when ‘tis publifh'd, ( for twas never yet iw Print) we 
doubt not but fome of our, beft. experienc’d .Seamen and 
a may try experiments thereby, and put it into 

ractice. 

Queft, 2. 4 Gentlewoman marries, the Hnsband by Con- 
trat is todeave ber fo much as bis Death, Cif fe rvives 
bim) fhe would depofit a parcel of ber Hus ids in 


4 Friends bands, to be there kept for ber own ufe withoutthe would 


Husbands privity : This I fear is a thing too much 
by Wives in this great City, and elfevebere, to the great da 
mage (and {omesimes ruine) if their Husbands ;sbereforeyour 
o Bie is defired at large, viz. Whether ‘tis not unlawful 
in both the Wife and Receiver: This Queftion and your Se- 
lusion I am {ure may be of great ufe to the publick? 


An{w. Theft on either fide is very bafe and unjuft, fince 
what isthe Husbands is the Wifes,and what is the Wife's is 
alfo the hy cep ; but the injuftice is worfe on the Wo- 
mans fide,fince the Law can only touch the Husband, who 
is aniwerable both for hisown and his Wifes Actions. 

his is fo wel] known,that wé want not fome unhappyIn- 

ances of Women’ that have only Mfrried, to have 
Husbands to lye in Prifon for’em. Such an Inftance as 
this in the Queftion, feems as unnatural as for one 
Member of a Body to feek for private Receptacles and 
Circulations of Blood, in prejudite to thé reft, nor- 
withftanding the whole frame of Nature is fertléd before, 
and that in the beft Method poffible for the good of thé 
Whole Man. In juftice neither Man nor Wife has pow- 
er to difpofe of a farthing without each others Con- 
currence, tho this ftriginefs is conveniently enough dif- 
penc’d with, where either party is willing to truft to 
the Judgment of the other in what is proper for their 
Stations, as the way of publick Concerns, and the pri- 
vate management of the Pamily are different. And in- 
deed in al] matters of little moment, there’s no peed 
of the trouble of acquainting one another, fince ‘tis 
fairly enough fuppos'd that if the other knew, they 
wou'd not contradié it; which allowance does not yet 
infringe the priviledges of Juftice, which isthat we now 
fpeak of. | 

Tho’ after all, we don’t dehy but in fome Cafes fach 
fecret fecuring one parties feparate intereft, without 
Biving the other any accownt, may be very juft, vertuous, 
and prudent. As for Inftance, when either the Man 
or the Wife run on willfully and obftinatély in an un- 
avoidable Courfe of ruining themfelves and their Fa- 
milies ; but even here, all convenient tendernefs, Ad- 
monition and Counfel firft by ones felf, and then by 
Friends, ought to be made ufe of ; which if to no pur- 
pofe, the laft Remedy is as reafonable as to lay things of 
value out of the way of Children and Fools. 

eft. 3. In Vol. 3. N, 24. Queftion 12. of your Mer- 
cury, tis asked whether Devils can generate, 8c. which 
you anfwer inthe Negative. In Dr. Martin Luther's Col- 
loquia Menfalia, is @ Relation of a certain Man. who was 
much addited 10 Swearing, e[pecially one particular Oath, 
be baving 4 Wife, and fhe dying, fometime after ber Death, 
4 Spirit appear'd to him, be asked it who is was, it anfwer- 
ed, I amyour Wife: be replyed, My Wife is dead; the Spirit 
replyed, true, by reafon of your Swearing I dyed ; but i r 


will leave off your Swearing, (or your moft ufual Oath) I 


will live with you again ; t0 which be agreed, and according- 


ly the Spirit either tarried then, or came again in the fotm of 
bis Wife ; they tived together a confiderable sime,and bad Chil- 
dren, or at leaft a Child: But one day baving fome Friends 
at Dinner, fhe went up 10 fetch bus tarrying long 
be forgot bimfelf, and {wore bis former ! Oath ; 
after which going up ftairs be found the garments which 
fhe wore lying crofs the fide of the Box or Trunk in whieh 
the things lay which fhe went up for, ber felf never 
feen after, "The Elefor of Saxony (1 think) in whofe Fu- 
rifdidion ix bappened, fent to L to have his Opinion of 


k j wherafore for the ion join fi and others, T 
‘ defire you to give yor i this matter, and 
the conditions which the Devil made with the Man to leave 
his Swearing, ar} to bis Inttreft ? 
Anfw: We are certain the matter of Fa@ is abfo- 


Pa 


ee | 


prsfine buen seve form a Body wiele regular Veins, 
‘Muftles, Arteries, and all che operations of the Ani- 
ma] Spirits, @’c. If our Querift-has a very particular 
elation, we defire him to give us an account of the 
irth, Nature, and Confticutions of the Children. 
athe Oath was only a Blindco the reft, and the whole 
was ajuggie and impofture of the Devil. 

Quelt. 4. About 2 months ago I made bold te heg your 
Oninion concerning 2 Grange voice calling 4 perfon wie dy- 
ed (oon after ; but U find Ubave nor been particular enough t0 
(arise you that ix was not 4 Dream or 4 Fancy, @ faul: which 
I rin into for fear of being impertinent : But fince you 
are pleajed to think it worth your notice, I will endeavour to 
axfwer all your Objettions.— The Genslewoman pofittvely af- 
firms, shat not only her felf, but the whole Family were ut- 
serly ignoran: of her Friends illne{s,and shat he bad not dreams 
of her, nor fo much as thought of her for fome weeks before : 
And though I cannot fay shat all the Family were Strangers 
to ber, yet it could nor poffibly be any of them, for the voice 
leemed fometimes by the Bed and immediately at agreat diftance, 
‘she door being fall locked all thetime, and as I {aid before, the 
woice called at leaft 40 times. --- The Gentlewomanis very de- 
frrous 10 know what you think the voice was, and why fhe only 
foould bear her called, fince fhe was no relation, bus only a bare 
acquaintance ? wi 

Aniw. See our Jaft Paper ot Apparitions. 

Queft. 3. The inclofed wias found im the freer tyed with the 
Bone in it, in the manner I have {ent it, and brought 10 me 
to kninw what might be the meaning of it ; which not knowing, 
I have fent it you to defire your Opinion of it, the manner of its 
beime tyed withthe Bone, and writing (1 think in Blood ) 
within it [ecming very ftrange ? The words were thefe : 


Muartermafter Magge :: 9 Dec. 1691.3: Uthat ts 
Lato, Waytial:» Dur Father.ccthat ts Martial Lato: 
a foord of Command: CUbat moze 2 Empeuring to 
neftzop. ouz. the Enemyp :: Aho gives the cozd 7 
My King and my Goo: thats the ictozd¢ (a Brop 
of of Ffiame.) Deiiowd. 

B Wan that underfands a Wan, ought not 6 
be countermanded. Sign that O Ring. 


Anfw. The Bone that came along with this Letter, 
and the Original Paper writ in Blood, are to be feen 
at the Rorterdam Coffee-+houte in Finch-lane, behind the 
Royal Exchange, if any perfons have the Curiofity of 
pafling their Judgment on it. We read that che Geefe 
once fav'd the Roman Gapitel, and things of che leait mo- 
ment in appearance, have had deep defigns at the bottom. 
Buc we hope chere’s nothing of the Nature of Lili bur- 
lero, and Bullin lab, che word of diftinction ac the Mat- 
facre in Ireland. Our Opinionis, That ‘tis only a trick 
to amufe the finder, who mighe be very credulous and 
fearful, or elfe that *is an Idle Fancy, or Frollick of 
fome one that is either out of his Wits, ( which feems 
moft ptobable ) or of one that is affected with fuch in- 
coherent expreflions. 

eft. 6. The Queftion I bave so propeund to yeu, I recei- 
ved fromfo good bands, togetber with the permiffion of inform- 
ing you of the very perfin where the Servant-maid lives, thas 
¥ don't dowbs bus upon the enquiry you will your [elves be as 
well farisfied of the trush, as I was before I ventur'd to fend 
it you: At Sir J. B—s in Suflex, there dives 4 Servani- 
maid whofe Tears whenever foe weeps, are near as red 
@ Blood, and bavebeen obferu'd ve bave Hing tm ber In- 
fancy: Pray give me your Thoughts whas she occafion may be 
ac (one andif yak-y ‘ina Brg of the 
hike: I on Saturday I may € 4 ion of it. 

Anfw, We have not yet mec fuch en Inftance as this, 
wee) make it our BufinefS ro confule: all the Natural- 


lifts, and Journals about it, and return our an- 
fwer in a fhort 

7» 5 bave to maintain my wicked Extravagances 
wrong d 4 certain perfon who is now dead, both of Maney and 
ber 5, for which I being troubled in Conjcienre, and 
os mba oie cod apboer ‘adie fal ad 
ges me Widdoe of the. desseds bt ab 

7 able nee heey’ fend. with she 
Mom : Pray your Opinion, whesber she fesse won's be 


fuficiemt without difcovering who I 2m, 20 rhe Fu ml gigs 


nL cut 
Axfw. This Queftion is already anfwer'd 

while fince ia the Affirmative, to which ie ted 
you. 


Queft.&. 4 Friend of mine is much diffatisfed, and wjs. 
hing to referr the Cafe to your Society: She having beenen- 
g4ged to 2 Gentleman upon the account of Marriage, and 
when be firft made bis addrefs to ber Friends, be pretended 
himfelf a ProteRant, and for their fatisfaction went to Chur) 
and now having gained the Ladies Affection, declares pix. 
felf a Roman Casholick: Whether or no fhe can lawfully bre.,. 
off the Contract made between them, the Lady having ii, 
cgurs'd him abous her own Liberty, and is fenfible he ths, : 
not bave it ? 

Anjw. In our Opinions that Contract is void, whic); 
cannot be kept without Sin. If the Contraét js nce 
ratifid to all intentsand purpofes in the Eye of Jay 
we believe the Laws of God requires ft not, but ra. 
ther forbids it, Be ye notunequally yoked segether yj) pnd 
believers: Whether the 2m Waubelicbers dos nor on) ; 
comprehend under it, Jews and Heathens, but alfo fiach 
as Err both in the Fundamentals of Chriftian Religion,and 
alfo practical Atheifts ; and iffo, Whether not only Papii} 
in General, but alfo the particular Perfon in the neti 
on intended,be not concern’d in this Prohibition, we eave 
tothe decifion of all Learn’dand Cafuiftical Divines: Ang 
thd we have iven our Opinion, we defire you not to 
rely on it, unlefs confirm’d by the Approbation of fome 
of our Bifbops, for “tis a matter of great Moment thar 
pretends to the decifion of an Intereft inboth Worlds 


*," The Queftions concerning Juftification, exter. 
pore Prayer, and the Parfons Sons, were aniwer. 
ed in our laft Saturdays Mercury. 


> All Gentlemen who exprlf the bensfit of oxr Prono (als for oh 

Young Students Library, are defired 10 i pd wey Mone, if ee 
orb. of Fannary next at furtheft ( for upon their accoumes who line 
AB a great diftance from London, we find it requifite to allow ‘ald 
that time for ibe fending in Subferiptions ) ta John Dunton at a 
Raven in she Poultrey = forwe baving already get a greas number , 
Subferibers, not oniy in England, bus from Forreign parts, fhall jee 
bave this Work in the Pref. In which fuch great care willbe taken barb 
as to geod paper, and as tothe accuracy of the Tranflations, &c. that we 
doubs not but to give general farisfabhion to al! Subfcribers » For 

Surtber information, read the Preface to oxr 4th. Supplemeur ~~ 
she Polticript te our Merexury, whieh wae N. 3.V. 5. ’ r 


«7 The Propofals for the Young Students Libr 
to be had at the Ravenin the Pousirey. rie: 


rT All not ons by the way: Or a Perfwa- 
fion to a Friendly Correfpondence 
between the 


Conformifts and Non-conformifis. 
In a Funeral Dicourk on Gen. gg. we Be 
cafioned by the Defire of Mr. Anthony Duna 
well, in his laft Will. By T: tanorby Rogers 
M. A. Sold by %obn Dunton at the Kiva 
in the Ponlrrey. Price bound x s, 


ie ao 


Anverifements. 


> “THe Firl, Second 3d.and 4th. Volumes of the Atheni- 

A anMercwy, ( refolving all the moft Nice and 
Curious Queftions propos'd by the Ingenious of ei- 
ther Sex ) and the Supplements to ‘em ; ( containi 
Extracts of the moft confiderable Books newly Privted 
in 9 wre and in the Forreign Journals ) Printed for 
Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. Where are 
alfo tobe had the Preface, Index and 12 Numbers alone, 
that compleat the firft 18 Numbers of the 4th. Volume ( in 
which 12 Numbers are refolved many of the Queffions 
lately fent us) Or fingle ones: to this time. *” 


a 


*." The ies of King #iliam, and Queen 

; 7 . i ? 
with 7 new B (vix.) the moft Severed Foshioe 
in God the Ar ot Canterbury and and the 
Bithops of Salisbury, Worcefter, Ely, Chichefter, and Bash 
and Wells, cur avea on a large Copper plate, 


( By Arshur Seley, and William Elder ) tor Thomas Fone? , 
near Efex-Srees without Temple- Bar. 4 Price IS. et 


Lon DON, Printed for Gebn PDunton at the Revew in the Ponltrey. 16oF. 


